
 

 

IUFoST celebrates World Food Safety Day: Safe food now for a healthy tomorrow 

June 7th, 2021 is the third World Food Safety Day (WFSD) and this year the theme is ‘Safe food now 
for a healthy tomorrow’.  Facilitated by WHO and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), this is an action-oriented campaign to promote global food safety awareness 
and call upon countries and decision makers, the private sector, civil society, UN organization and 
the general public to take action.   

Food safety is a shared responsibility between governments, food supply chain actors and 
consumers.  Sustainable development goal (SDG) 2 Zero Hunger aims to achieve food security and 
improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture.  But there can be no food security without 
food safety and, even today, almost one in ten people in the world fall ill after eating contaminated 
food.  With the slogan of ‘Food safety is everyone’s Business’, WFSD calls on actors and participants 
in the Global Food Supply Chain to work together for safe food and good health. IUFoST is proud to 
support these calls to action. 
 
IUFoST aims to strengthen food science and technology’s role in helping secure the world’s food 
supply and eliminate world hunger, directly supporting safe food now for a healthy tomorrow.  
Throughout the year IUFoST committees, working groups and volunteers work together to make a 
difference in the food supply chain.  Over the last year there has been much focus on food safety in 
the time of COVID-19 and, while COVID-19 has not been transmitted by food, focus on hygiene 
measures for all, food supply chain continuity, safety of food chain workers during a pandemic, and 
understanding that a risk-based approach to food safety can help to keep global food supplies 
moving have all played a part in ensuring delivery of safe food now. 
 
IUFoST was the first global organisation to begin the discussion on COVID-19 and Food Safety with its 
Scientific Roundtable Discussion - COVID-19 and Food Safety and its implications, Challenges and 
Solutions for the Food Industry - organized together with the Chinese Institute of Food Science and 
Technology in March 2020.   This was followed up in April 2020 with a Scientific Roundtable 
Discussion on COVID-19 Crisis: Implications for Food Systems in Developing Economies (Focus on 
Africa). Partnering with the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and the 
Food Risk Analysis and Regulatory Excellence Platform (PARERA), IUFoST produced a further 
Scientific Roundtable in May 2020 on Supporting the Resilience of the Food Production Sector and 
Limiting Food Supply Disruption During the COVID-19 Pandemic.    
 
In bringing together distinguished panels of expert global speakers to illuminate the topics and 
facilitate discussion at all these Roundtables, IUFoST was able to help identify challenges and action 
points for the way forward during and after the pandemic.   These efforts on food safety and supply 
chain resilience aimed to open the debate and provide help to countries to mitigate the socio-
economic impacts of the pandemic, teaming up for food safety and working together for safe food 
and good health. 
 


